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The Duty of Obedience to 
Governors. 


ROM Kili. 4. 
For he is the Miniſter of God to 
_ thee for Good = 


HE Arguments by which St. Paul 
[ST FA enforces Obedience to the Civil Ma- 
i giſtrate, are theſe Two implyd in 
/ || my Text: 


I, Becauſe He is the Miniſter of God. 


II, Becauſe He is the Miniſter of God to us 
for Good. 


The former Argument we find more fully ex- 
preſſed, ver. 1. Let every Soul be ſubjef to the 


Higher Powers, For there is no Power but of _ 
; = 


The Dutv of 


Fit. 3. I. 


— 


The Powers that be are Ordaind of God. The 
latter we have, v. 3. For Rulers are not a Terror 
t Good Works, but to the Evil, From whence 
the Apoſtle infers, ver. 5. Wherefore ye muft 
needs be ſibjeft, nut only for Wrath, but alſo for 
Conſcience ſake : that is, not only to eſcape the 
Wrath of Man, the Penalties of Human Laws, 
but in compliance with the plaineſt Dictates of 
Reaſon and Conſcience, which teach th: Duty 
of Obedience to Governors, under the pain, not 


only of diſpleaſing Man, but God, whoſe Will is 


oppoſed by an Oppolition to Civil Government, 


It ſhall be the Buſineſs of the following Diſ- 
courſe, to inſiſt upon theſe two Arguments for 
Obedience to Governors, and to make ſuch an 
Application of them as may tend to enforce this 
Duty, and ts put Men in mind, as the fame Apoſtle 
directs in another Place, to be:fubje@ ro Principali- 
ties and Powers, and to obey Magiſtrat:'s, And, 


1. The Civil Magiſtrate is the Miniſter of God,; 


or, in other Words, the Civil Government, in each 


Nation, in whatever Hands it be placed, or upon 
what Plan ſoecver eſtabliſh'd, is the Ordinance of 


God to thoſe that live under it, and not to be di- 


ſturbed or oppoſed by private Perſons, in order to 
introduce any new Schemes of their own, however 


in Appearance, plauſible or uſeful. 


The Apoſtle ſays, that The Powers that be are 
ordaind of God. The Powers that were at that 
Time, and in that Place, to which this Epiſtle 
was ſent, were the Roman Emperors, And if we 
conſider, either the way they at firſt came by their 

| Power, 
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Power, or their manner of exerciſing it, we can- 
not ſuppoſe that St. Paul delign'd to prefer this to 
all other Governments, or that if he had liv'd under 
any other Government, he wou'd not equally have 
preſſed Obedience to it, as he did to this. His 
Opinion plainly was, that all Government is the 
Ordinance of God; becauſe Obedience to Civil 
Government 1s ty'd upon us by the Laws of God, 
tho' the Deſignation of the Perſons to govern, as 
well the different Forms of Government, may 
be owing to Human Laus and Conſtitutions. 
The Apoſtle we find preaches Obedience to the 
Government, as he found it at that time ſettled, 
without examining how it had ſtood before. And 
by his Example we may ſpare ourſelves the Trouble 
of all thoſe Erquiries, with which Men have 
wearied themſelves to no Purpoſe about the Ori- 
ginal of Government, as being of no moment to 
know. (if it cou'd certainly bediſcover'd,as for want 
of Hiſtory it cannot, ) in what particular manner all 
Governments in the World were at firſt formed. 
Whether abſolute Monarchs grew up by Degrees 
out of Fathers of Families, or whether theſe fort 
of Governments were tramed by the Concurrence 
of different Perſons, who, by common Agreement 
put themſelves under the Protection of one, whoſe 
Age gave him the greateſt Authority, or whoſe 
Courage, or Juſtice, Wiſdom and Experience, 
promis'd them the-greateſt Happineſs ard Safety 
under his Government? Whether popular or mixed 
Governments were owing at firſt to the Favour of 
Princes, who were willing ro part with the whole, 
or any Share of their bog er, in order toplace tt iu 


ſuch Hands as they judged to be muſt for the Com- 


mon 


pe Duty of 


wer. 6, 7. 


Rom. 2. 
15. 


1 Pet. 2. 
14. 


ver. 4. 


mon Advantage; or, Whether they were original- 
ly inſtituted, or afterwards introduced by thoſe, 
who foreſeeing by their Prudence, or taught by 
Experience, that unlimited Power was apt to 
corrupt even good Men, hoped by dividing it a- 
mong ſeveral Perſons, to guard as far as poſſible 
againſt the Abuſe of it. In ſhort, whether to 
theſe, or the like Cauſes and Motives any form of 
Government is owing, it all comes to the ſame 
thing, and by the Apoſtle's Rule, thoſe to whom 
Men pay Tribute, and from whom they receive 
Protection; the Perſon, or Perſons, in whom the 
Laws of each Country have plac'd the Supreme 
Power, are there the Miniſters of God, whom 
Men are to obey not only for Wrath, but alſo for 
Conſcience ſake. 6 
God indeed does not now immediately interpoſe 
as he did among(t the Fews in ſetting up, or re- 
moving particular Perſons or Forms of Govern- 
ment. But yet in all Nations the Civil Magiſtrate 
may be called the Miniſter, and Civil Government 
the Ordinance of God, becauſe Obedience to it is 
the Dictate of the Law of Nature, which is the 
Law of God written in Mens Hearts, | 
And beſides, as St. Peter informs us, Governors 
being ſent by God for the Puniſhment of evil doers, 
and the praiſe of them that do well ; and conſequent- 
Iy it being one part of the Duty of the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate to maintain the Honour of God, by ſup- 
preſſing Wickedneſs and Vice, and encouraging 
Religion and Vertue, he may upon this Account 
be properly called the Miniſter of God, as St. Paul 
explains himſelf in the Words following my Text, 
For he beareth not the ſword in vain: for he is the 


Mi- 
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Miniſter of God, a Revenger to execute wrath upon 
him that doth evil. 


When therefore the Apoſtle ſays, that the Ci- 
vil Magiſtrate is the Minifter, and Civil Govern- 
ment the Ordinance of God, he does not, and in- 
deed cannot by this mean to aſſert, what was not 
in his Days true, that any one Perſon, or Family, 
or Form of Government was immediately appointed, 
or expreſly approv'd of by God, excluſively of all 
others: but that it was the Will of God that eve- 
ry one ſhould obey the Laws, and reverence the 
Perſons of thoſe Governors, under which he liv'd : 
and not raiſe Commotions and Diſturbances upon 
pretence, that no Government was lawful, or, that 
the particular Government of his Country was ei- 
ther not agreeable to the Will of God, or not 
ſuited to promote the Good of the Community. 


Theſe were the very Principles that amongſt dif- 
ferent ſorts of Perſons prevail'd about that time, 
and againſt which it 1s not unreaſonable to think 
St. Paul's Poſitions were directed, and which might 
occaſion thoſe frequent Exhortations to Obedience, 
and thoſe ſharpReproofs of Sedition we mect with, 
both in him and the reſt of the Apoſtles *. 


* Quod quidem Preceptum, & hic & ibi [viz. Rom. xiii. 1.] pro- 
pterea puto Editum, quia Jude Galilæi per illud ſempus dig ma adhuc vi- 
gebat, & habebat plurimos ſettatores, Hieron. in Tit. 111, 1, 
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Act v. 37. 


For the firſt of theſe Errors was that of Judas 
Galileus, and his Followers, who as + Foſepbus 
tells us, taught the Notion of ſuch an unbounded 
Liberty as left Men free from Obedience to any 
Prince or Governor, but God alone. And there- 
fore, it is no wonder that theſe Opinions were at- 
tended with ſuch PraQtices as we find in * the afore- 
mentioned Hiſtorian, agreeably to what we have 
in the As of the Apoſtles about this Judas, who, 
as it is there ſaid, roſe up in the Days of the Taxing, 
and drew away much People after him. 


The ſecond Miſtake I mention'd, was || that of 
the Phariſees, which was that Sect of the Fews, 
who valu'd themſelves the moſt upon the exa& 
Knowledge of, and {ſtrict Adherence to their 
Law. But their aiming at a literal Obedience, 
rather than ſuch as was agreeable to the Spirit and 
Meaning of it, occaſion d their running into many 
Miſtakes, and this among the reſt (if their Scruples 
were real, and not as the Hiſtorian gives us ſome 
reaſon to ſuſpect, owing to Political Views) that 
they ſcem'd to think themſelves excuſed from 


f T3 #8T:)de)» T&r prxomprey d TaxHNAHνWMWw IAA faper gu, 
J utv N hv]e yvuun TOY Pauoniuv ownoyuo, dugxiviles 
N Neuber Fore bedr ales ur 1eawove £ Momi]ny e g 
uTHAnGgom: Wavelur ve lefg vrouirar-- is only ,,. ue 
Te univa av)>omy Tegonyptrever NamoTyy. Foſeph. Antiqu. lib. 
Xvlii, c. 2, vid. & Hieron, in Tit. iii. 1. 
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|| Joſeph, Antiqu, I. xvii, c. 3. vid, etiam Hieron. in Tit. iii. 1. 


Obedience 


Obedience to Governors. 11 
Obedience to any Government, which was not 
fram'd upon their Model: and upon this Pretence, 
it is probable, * they refuſed to take an Oath to Ceſar + 7 
and Herod, tho the reſt of the Nation had done it;; 4. J. 17. 
as if they had been under an + Obligation to ſtick © * 
to the Rules of their Law, when the Change 3 
of their Circumſtances had made it impoſſible, & Gratium 

in locum. 

| However, the Generality of the Fews were ſo 
far influenc'd by their Authority, that notwith- 
ſtanding the Oath they had taken, yet they were 
ſo uneaſy under the Raman Government that th 
obey d rather for Wrath, than for Conſcience ſake, 
and watched every Opportunity to raiſe Tumults 
and Seditions in order to ſhake off the Yoke, which 
generally ended to their own Diſadvantage, and 
at laſt in the utter Ruin of their City and Govern- 


ment. 


And as the firſt Chriſtians were many of them 
Fews originally, it is not impoſſible that ſome of 
them might be tinctur'd with theſe Opinions, 
* which might be further improv'd by falſe Noti- 
ons of that Liberty with which Chriſt bad made 7, jn S. 35. 
them free. Whether theſe, or the like Miſtakes ö.. 5. f. 
were the Occaſion of it, it is certain we find ſome, 
who, at leaſt had been Chriſtians, deſcrib'd by St. 
Peter and St. Jude, as Preſumptuous and Selfwilled, 2 Pet. 2. 
who deſpiſed Dominion, and ſpake evil of Dignities, Fute 8. 
and are cenſured as Murmurers and Complainers, ven 16. 


* Hec Cauſa adverſus illos prolata eſt, qui ſe pntabant ita habere 
Liberratem Chriſtianam, ut aut nulli honorem geferrent, aut tributa de- 
penderent, Commentar. in Rom. xiti. 1. Hieromm. ad ſeript. 
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walking after their own Luſts, and their mouth 
ſpake great ſwelling words : and whilſt they promi- 


2 Pet. *. ſed others Liberty, they themſelves were the Ser- 


'* vants of Corruption. 


And beſides theſe ſort of Principles at this time 
common among the Fews, it is not improbable 
that St. Paul, in an Epiſtle written to the Chriſti- 
ans at Rome, might have an Eye to the State of 
Affairs there, where the Love of their popular 
Government not yet quite worn out, produced 
many Conſpiracies againſt the Powers in being, and 
frequent Attempts to reſtore the Commonwealth 
for a long time after the Government of the Em- 
perors had been fully ſettled, 


In Oppoſition therefore to ſuch Principles and 
Practices, the Apoſtle directs the Chriſtians to live 
caceably under that Government, where Provi- 
dence had placed them, and not to be drawn aſide 
from their Duty, either by thoſe among the Ro» 
mans, who were Enemies to all Governments, but 
that of a Commonwealth; or, on the other (ide, 
by the Fews, who pleaded that their Government 
alone was the Ordinance f God. That whatever 
Preference the Firſt might give totheir former Go- 
verninent, which perhaps they had read the Praiſes 
of in rheir Hiſtorians or Orators, it was not the 
Buſineſs of private Perſons to attempt the introdu- 
cing New, or Old Forms of Government, but to 
obey the Preſent, That the Second were in a great 
Miſtake to imagin, that the Governors in other 
Nations were not the Miniſters of God, as well as 
theirs ; 
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| theirs; or, that they were not obliged to pay that 


Obedience to the Romans, which they had agreed 


and ſworn to, becauſe they had formerly liv'd un- 
der a different Form of Government under Kings 
appointed by God, or conſtituted according to the 


Law of Moſes. That in ſhort the Roman Empe- Deut. 17. 


ror was the Miniſter of God, becauſe by the Law 
of God and Nature, Obedience was as much due 
to him, as to the Supreme Power in any other Na- 
tion: That as they enjoy d the Benefit and Prote- 
ction of his Government, it was their Duty to live 
peaceably under it, and readily to contribute to 
its Support and Defence, as it is ver. 6. For for 
this Cauſe pay you tribute alſo; for they are God's 
Miniſters attending continually upon this very thing, 
And therefore, even thoſe, who amongſt the Fews 
had refuſed to give the Government this Security 
of an Oath, yet were not by this- excuſed from 
their Obedience to it, becauſe they found Safety 
to their Perſons and Properties under the Protecti- 
on of its Laws. And it is a very unjuſt, as well 
as diſhonourable Way of requiting ſuch Benefits, 
to plot and contrive the Ruin of that Government 
to which they are owing. Which brings me to 
the next Argument the Apoſtle urges for Obedience 
to the Civil Magiſtrate; becauſe, 


IT. He is the Miniſter of God to us for Good. 
I need not enlarge upon all the particular Advan- 
tages Men receive from Civil Government; The 
Happineſs Men enjoy under this, cannot more ful- 
ly appear than froin a View of the Miſery and Con- 


fuſion which. would ariſe from. the want of it; 
With- 
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Without this, Mens Condition wou'd be worſe, even 
than that of wild Beaſts, as much as they exceed 
them in the Capacities of doing Miſchief, when 
once the ſuperior Abilities God hath given them 


are employ'd to wrong Ends and Uſes. In the 


State of Nature, (for want of Government, for 
the Puniſhment of Evil-doers) Men's Lives and 
Properties wou'd be perpetually expoſed, whilſt all 
were left at Liberty to gratify their Deſires, and 


- purſue their Reſentments at the Expence of thoſe, 


who had not ſtrength to oppoſe them. And, not- 
withſtanding the Principles ot Peace, and Kindneſs, 
and mutual Love, which are in ſome meaſure plant- 
ed in all Mens Breafts, without the Terror of hu- 


mane Penalties to reſtrain the Unrulineſs of Mens 
- Paſſions, the World wou'd be in a State of War. 


And in the midſt of fuch Diſorders, every Man 
wou'd be ſo taken up in providing for his own Se- 


curity, that he cou'd have no leiſure to cultivate 


any of thoſe Arts by which Life is made more 
eaſy and agreeable : and in fuch a State they muſt 


have wanted not only the Protection of the Laws, 


but all thoſe uſeful Inventions, which were the 


Reſult of Mens united Wits and Endeavours, 


and which ſupply them with all the Con- 
veniences, as well as Neceſlaries of Life. 
'T'was for this Reaſon that ſuch Honours were 
paid by all civiliz'd Nations to the firſt Founders 
of their Government, whom they thought it was 
ungrateful to forget, whilſt they enjoy'd the Be- 
nefit of their Care and Policy in good and whole- 


{ome Laws; and therefore, the Roman Orator, 
tho himſelf a great Admirer, as well as Maſter of 


the 
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the Greek Philoſophy, does not ſcruple to prefer 
the Laws of his Country to the Writings of all 


the Philoſophers. * * Becauſe, as he obſerves, Cicer. de 
« Men may the moſt eafily learn from them the? = Sol 


Difference there is between Vertue and Vice, whilſt 
the one meets with its juſt Reward in Honour and 
« Advancement, and the other in Puniſhment and 
* Infamy. And, as he goes on, the Laws whilſt they 
A ſpeak with ſuch Plainneſs and Authority, will 
e teach thoſe, who wou'd not be perſuaded by the 
« Reaſoning of Philoſophers, to curb their Paſſions, 
e and reſtrain their Deſires, and to forbear break- 
e ing in upon the Properties and Poſſeſſions of 
„other Men.” Such a good Influence Civil Go- 
vernment, and the due Execution of the Laws 
was thought by great and wiſe Men, as well as 
found by Experience, to have upon the Happineſs 
of Mankind. And to this Purpoſe, ſome of the Fa- 
thers, and particularly St. Chryſoſtom, obſerve up- 
on this Paſſage of St. Paul, There is no Power but 
of God, the Powers that be are ordaind of God. 


* Not, ſays he, that every Prince, or Governor c in 


« js immediately appointed by God. The Apoſtle 
<« doth not ſpeak about particular Governors, but 
“ about Government in general: That there ſhould 
ebe ſuch a thing as Civil Government, that ſome 
«ſhould command, and others obey, is ſo ſuited 
© to the Circumſtances of Mankind, and ſo ne- 
, ceflary topreſerve Peace and Order, and prevent 
« Confuſion, that it ought to paſs for a Work of 
„the Divine Wiſdom, 


And 
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And belles Mens Civil Intereſts, thoſe of Re- 


ligion too may receive great Advantages from Ci- 


vil Government. 


It cou'd not indeed be expected that thoſe whom 
St. Paul here directs Obedience to be paid to, be- 
ing Heathens, ſhould employ any of the Opportu- 
nities they had to promote Chriſtianity; who, on 
the contrary, frequently uſed their Power to ſup- 
preſs it. And the many Inſtances there are, and 
have been in the World, where a falſe or very 
corrupt Religion hath been ſupported and counte- 
nanced by the Civil Power, whilſt the true one hath 
been diſcourag'd and perſecuted, have been uſed 
as Arguments to exclude Civil Governors from a- 
ny Concern in the Affairs of Religion. But there 
is certainly no Conſequence in this way of reaſon- 
ing; for if the Abuſe of Power was allowed to 
be a good Argument againſt the Power itſelf, the 
Objection wou'd be of equal Force to take away 
from Governors all Power in Civil, as well as in 
Religious Matters, unleſs it cou'd be pretended, 
that tho Governors have miſemployed their Power 
in one Caſe, yet they never did in the other, 


But without -entring into all the Particulars of 
this Diſpute, which demands a Diſcourſe by it ſelf 
fully to ſtate and examin, I ſhall only obſerve in 
general, that Religion being univerſally allow'd 


: Vid. Cie. even by * the Heathens, nay, even by its Enemies, 
e nat. 


Deor. J. 1. 


.c.22 ſtrongeſt Tye of all Humane Society, the Care of 
| | It 


to be the greateſt Security of Government, and the 
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it naturally falls to thoſe Perſons, who have the 
Care of the Publick Welfare, from whom it ſeems 
in Juſtice to demand Countenance for the Service 
it does to Civil Government. The wiſe Man ob- 


ſerves, that Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation, but p,,, <... 
, Bw 


Sin is 4 Reproach to any People. The more the 
Senſe of Religion prevails in any Nation, the 
more it generally proſpers, as well from the natu- 
ral Tendency of Religion and Vertue to promote 
publick Peace and Happineſs, as from the Bleſſing 


of God, who hath declared, that Thoſe who ho- 1 Sun. 2. 


nour him, he will honour, but thoſe who deſpiſe him 
ſhall be lightly eſteem d. And therefore, whilſt 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel preach up the great 
Duties of Chriſtianity, whilſt they recommend 
Temperance, and Juſtice, and Charity, and other 
Vertues, and that from the ſtrongeſt Motives, and 
weightieſt Confiderations, the Civil Magiſtrate may 
well look upon them, as concurring in the ſame 
Deſign with himſelf; as adding Weight to his 
Laws, and Strength to his Government; and 
conſequently as ſuch, who are intitled to a publick 
Support and Encouragement, which yet, if he 
hath nothing to do with the Buſineſs of Religion, 
he hath no Authority to afford them, or maintain 


them 1n. - 


But having not at preſent time to inſiſt longer 
upon this Subject, I proceed, as I propoſed, in the 
next Place, to make ſuch an Application of what 
hath been ſaid, as may enforce this Duty of Obe- 
dience to Governors, mw put Men in mind to be 


fub- 
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ſubje& to Principalities and Powers, and. to obey: 
Magiſtrates, | X | 


Since therefore the Civil Magiſtrate is. the Mi- 
niſter of God to us. for Good, both Religion and 
Reaſon, both our Duty and our Intereſt,” engage 
us to maintain a due Reverence to his Perſon, and 
a juſt Regard to his Authority. We are not to 


look upon Obedience as an arbitrary, Thing, which 


we may pay, or: refuſe at Pleaſure, or to think 
our ſelves at Liberty to traduce and vilify the 
Perſons, or Actions of our Governors, as our Hu- 
mours, or Intereſts, or Reſentments lead us. Thoſe 
in Authority have a Right to the Obedience and 
Aſſiſtance of their Interiors, who, as they reap 
the Benefits of their Government, ought to con- 
tribute all they can to make their Cares for the 
publick Good the moſt eaſy and ſucceſsful. And 
this is a Duty Men are often to be put in mind of, 
as the Apoſtle directs, becauſe of themſelves they 
are many times ſo inſenſible of the Bleſſings they 
enjoy under a ſettled Government, and of the 
Kindneſs of Providence in affording them ſuch a 
Security to their Perſons, and Properties, that 
they are more apt to complain of the Burden, 
than to acknowledge the Benefit; and to think. 
thoſe Laws, which are neceſlary for their Safety, 
an undue Reſtraint of their Liberty. And be- 
ſides, the Generality of Men being naturally ready 
to look with Envy upon the Perſons, and Jealouſ y 
upon the Deſigns of their Governours, are too 
eaſily influenc'd by the Langague of thoſe, who 
make it their Buſinefs to complain of Grievances, 


and 
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Obedience to Governors. 
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and lament public Miſmanagements. But what- 
ever Praiſe thoſe may deſerve, - who are forward 
in oppoſing Evil Counſels, and watchful againſt 
all Encroachments upon their Liberties, yet this 
Juſtice 'is due to Governors, 'as well as'to private 
Perſons, that no Reports to their Diſadvantage 
ſhou'd be believ'd upon the bare Word of their 
profeſſed Enemies. And indeed, conſidering the 
many and great Difhculties which neceſſarily at- 
tend and perplex all public Proceedings, the ſeve- 
ral unforeſeen Accidents, which frequently defeat, 
or diſconcert the wiſeſt Counſels, Men ſhou d be 
ready to make at leaſt the ſame Allowances, even 


for the real Miſtakes of their Governors, which 


they wou'd expect to find for their own; and not 
think every thing ill deſign d, which hath bad 
Succeſs, And therefore, tho no Man ought to 
be too haſtily cenſured, who, in a proper Man- 
ner expreſſes his Diſlike of, or uſes that Power, 
which his Station gives him to oppoſe ſuch Mea- 
ſures, as appear to him prejudicial to the Communi- 
ty: Let when things have been ſettled by a proper 
Authority, and determin'd by thoſe, whoſe Judg- 
ments are to govern in Public Affairs, to make 
Appeals to the People in virulent Invectives a- 
gainſt, and malicious Aſperſions of Superiors, (in 
which generally little Regard is had to Truth in 
repreſenting either Facts, or Deſigns) as it is con- 
trary to the Rules of our Religion, ſo it is the 
Method of thoſe who aim more at ſubverting Go- 


vernment, than redreſſing Grievances. 
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The Duty f 


Let us therefore duly reflect upon this Poſition 
of the Apoſtle, that Governors are the Miniſters 
of God to us for Good, and that to Theſe under 
God we owe the Security both of our Perſons 
and Properties, and all other Enjoyments. They, 
who are ſenſible of theſe Advantages, will ſee 
no Hardſhips in Obedience, equal to the Fears and 
Miſchiefs which ariſe in a State of Anarchy, from 
the Paſſions and Wickedneſs of Men, under the 
Controul of no Law, and will therefore think 
the Reſtraints of Government an Improvement, 
not an Infringement of their Liberty. 


And indeed, we of this Kingdom may. juſtly 
applaud our own Happineſs in this Particular, 
and whether we conſider the Condition of other 
Nations abroad, or look back. upon our former 
Fears and Appreherſfions at home, we have all 
the Reaſon imaginable to bethankful to Providence, 
both for our Government and Governors, 


Our Civil Government is ſo contriv'd as to pre- 
ſerve a due Balance between the Power of the 
Prince, and the Liberties of the People; and our 
Religion, which, for its greater Security, is made 
Part of our Conſtitution, is that which we find 
in the Holy Scriptures, and the Primitive Wri- 
ters. | | 


At the Head of this Conſtitution, by the Bleſ- 
ſing of God, we have a Prince, as tender of his 
3 Subjects 
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Obediznce to Governors. mer 
Subjes Rights, as of his own Prerogative, under. bs 
whom our. Liberties are ſafe, not ſo much from 
ye © of Joſt of 955 om Fx 5 his. 130 

ove. of juſtice, by. which his e Harri, 
even under Abſolute Power, Alen all th - 
nlp it eee nl \ On 


And 2s our Civil. Rights have nothing to fear 
under ſucli a Prince, ſo our Church can never be 
more ſecure than under that Family, who were 
brought up in a Religion contained in that ver 
* Confeſlion of Faith, which hath been always muc 
eſteem'd by the moſt. Learned of our Divines, and 
which — Compilers of our Articles made great 
Uſe of, and had a particular Regard to. So that 
what is often the greateſt Hindrance to Truth, 
here contributes to promote it; and. a Religion, 
which bath nothing to fear ſo much as not being 
throughly underſtood, lies under no Diſadvantages 
from the Prejudices of our Governors, who yet 
have Penetration and good Senſe ſuftcient to . 
come the greateſt. of USE 0 


Having therefore ſo muck Reaſon to Pon upon 
the Settlement of the preſent Royal Famil 5 amongſt 
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* The Confeſſion of Axſdurgh, of which tha Learned Biſhop Bull 
gives this Character. Auguſtanam Confeſſionem, utpote omnium Refor- 
matarum nobiliſſimam atque ant iquiſſimam, ita, zum hie, tum alibi ſecuti 
ſunt Ecc leſia naſtræ Proceres, ut qui iſtam ignorat, is articulorum naſtro- 
rum mentem ac ſententiam viz relle Percepturus fit. Harm, Apoſt. 
p. 110. Col. 2. And the juſt Eſteem Archbiſhop Laud had for the 
Lutheran Churehes, may be ſeen /in the Hiſtory of his Troubles, &c. 


J. 141, 


us, 


- _— 
—— : 


us, as an Argument of the Kindneſs of Providence 
to theſe Nations, we may juſtly think any Attempt 
againſt it, nor only a Sin againſt the Doctrines of 

hriſtiantty, and the Commands of the Apoftle, but 
againſt true Wiſdom and good Policy; and cannot 
but ſee the folly of being ſeduc'd from our Allegi- 


ance by the Arts of thoſe, who, perhaps may en- 
flame Mens Paſſions, by repreſenting to them the 


eight of thoſe Grievances, which they are ready 


enough to complain of, whether they feel them 


or no; but can never be able to convince their 


Reaſon, that the Subverſion of Government is a 


likely Way to ſecure either their Liberties, or their 


Properties. 


Prov. xxiv. 


21. 


Rome Xili. 
T, 


ver. 7. 


Let us therefore religiouſly obſerve the Advice 
of the wiſeſt Prince that ever reign d. My Son, 


fear thou the Lord and the King, and medUdle nat 


with them that are given to Change: for their Ca- 
lamity ſhall come ſuddenly, and who” knoweth the 
Ruin of them both. And to this we may add the 
Command of the Apoſtle, Let every Soul be ſubject 


to the hig ber Powers ;, for there is no Power but of 


God : © the Powers that be are ordaind of God. 
Render therefore to all their Dues, Tribute to whom 
Tribute is due, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom, Fear to 


whom Fear, Honour to whom Honour, 


4 0 38 


+ *O 1 


# 4.83 


— x ——— —-¾—ũ - —— 


